Rupture of the Hepatic Duct. By Dr. Wolff.?A woman, sixty years of age, of a good constitution, the mother of seven children, had many years ago been attacked with jaundice ; since which time she had been subject to colic, nausea, and vomiting. These attacks, however, were neither long nor severe.
They required nothing more than simple remedies. July 1st, Dr. W. was called to her in haste. She was suffering from violent spasm of the stomach, and crying out loudly. In a few minutes the spasm ceased, and the patient said that for some days she had been troubled with her accustomed colicky pains, but at first in a slight degree. They gradually became very violent; she threw up the food she had taken at dinner, but was not relieved, and the remedies she had before found beneficial were now had recourse to in vain. She had several returns of the pain, in a violent degree, while Dr. W. remained with her. Her pulse was nearly natural; heat of skin not increased; tongue clean; bowels open, and appearance of stools healthy; urine as limpid as water. During the intervals of pain, there was not the slightest tenderness of the abdomen on pressure. Fifteen drops of tincture of opium relieved her. In the night she liad several severe attacks, and was again relieved by an opiate. In the morning she was awoke from her sleep with dreadful pain. Her belly was now swoln, tense, and very sensible; hands and feet icy cold; face covered with cold sweat; pulse rapid and small. She complained of great thirst, and every thing she took was immediately thrown from the stomach. Some internal rupture was feared, and a very doubtful prognosis was given. The case of Admiral Wassenaer, which was seen by Boerhaave, and is reported by Zimmerman, occurred to the mind of Dr. W.* Thirty leeches were applied to the lower part of the belly. The pain, however, increased, and every moment the anxiety and restlessness of the patient became greater. Her intellect was clear. She had constant but ineffectual desire to pass a motion. As the leeches had produced no benefit, blisters were applied, and opium was given, but without avail. A linseed injection procured a copious feculent stool, and she passed a small quantity of turbid urine. In the course of a few hours the pulse could not be felt. The coldness of the extremities had increased; the thirst and vomiting continued; the swelling of the abdomen was greater; the breathing was very quick. She retained her faculties to the last, and her muscular force was surprising. About four o'clock in the morning, twenty-four hours after the commencement of the violent spasms, she died.
Dissection. In the cavity of the abdomen was found about three pints of blood mixed with bile. The intestines were inflamed in different parts. Upon the omentum minus there was a spot of a dark colour, several inches in diameter; and, upon prosecuting the examination carefully, the hepatic duct was found ruptured transversely. The torn ends of the canal floated in a mass of coagulated blood, in which could be easily distinguished a recent coagulum, and one of previous formation, which w&s now much altered in appearance.
Liver healthy. Gall-bladder contained a natural quantity of bile, and eight pointed calculi, each about the size of a pea, of a brownish green colour. The smallest of these calculi was in the cystic duct, which it did not however completely close, nor altogether prevent the exit of bile.
It is very probable that the hepatic duct had been inflamed when the patient was attacked with jaundice, many years ago, and that the extravasation had then taken place. The ?vfrater, had a large turnhead or excavation cut in the rock for the accommodation of the machinery ; and, that they might the more easily remove the smoke and other impurities arising from the combustion of the coal, they had a flue constructed of fire-brick, the entire length of which was 456 feet, and the perpendicular division of it 384. This they carried through an old mine, the lower part of which, being rather soft, required to be supported with wood. The flue till lately answered the purpose extremely well; but on Saturday, the 28th March last, the wood supporting the lower part of the excavation in which the flue is placed was observed to be on fire. As fears were entertained that the fire might communicate with the wood in the excavation connected with the machinery, the utmost exertions were made to arrest its alarming progress. These, in so far as the part surrounding the flue was concerned, proved entirely abortive, but were completely successful in preventing the destructive element from reaching the machinery. ultimately rescued from their perilous situation. The effects produced upon the different individuals were rather curious* Headach, giddiness, tingling of the ears, vomiting, tremor, with extreme debility, were more or less the portion of all. Two were in a stale of insensibility for at least forty minutes; six for a shorter period. Three or four were highly excited, and, although it was Sunday, whistled, sung, and talked with the greatest volubility, occasionally threatening to inflict summary punishment on those near them for alleged injuries, not even recognising their nearest relations. In many respects they were very like persons in a state of intoxication from ardent spirits. The circulating system was considerably affected. In two cases the pulse was rather full; but in almost all the others it was soft and yielding; and in the two who were longest exposed, quick (ninety-four or one hundred), small, and very compressible. One man had an attack of convulsions six hours after he had ceased to inhale the gas; a second had diarrhcea, with considerable tenesmus; a third dysuria; a fourth lost all use of his arms from the elbow downwards for several hours ; a fifth had colic ; several experienced a slight difficulty in breathing, with oppression about the chest. The shortest period of exposure would amount to forty minutes; the longest to one hour and a quarter.
The remedial measures were free exposure to the external air, wjth a liberal use of diffusive stimuli, the principal of which was ardent spirits. The limbs were occasionally immersed in warm water, with the happiest effects. When nausea was present, a few grains of ipecacuan were administered to excise vomiting; and when torpidity of the bowels was induced, colocynth pills, with castor oil, were given freely.
The individual who had an attack of diarrhoea uniformly experiences the same effects after indulging in ardent spirits.?Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal.
Case of Hemorrhage after Extraction of a Tooth, from a hereditary Hemorrhagic Tendency.?A Jew, twenty years of age, thin, cachectic, and pale-featured, was attacked with obstinate hemorrhage after the extraction of the first grinding tooth of the right side of the lower jaw. When Dr. Steinmetz saw him next day, the blood flowed in a continuous stream, and appeared to issue from the lacerated gum, not from the cavity from which the tooth-fangs had been extracted. An attempt was made to arrest the hemorrhage by squeezing into the cavity a mass of cliarpie sprinkled with styptic powder, and directed the patient to compress it by keeping the jaw closed; but in two hours he complained that the blood began to trickle into his throat. The charpie was therefore renewed, being previously dipped in dilute sulphuric acid. This plan likewise failed; in a short lime the blood began again to fill the mouth. It was again tried, however, but without success: two hours after the second pledget was introduced, the blood began to issue from the man's mouth and nose.
The charpie was then soaked with concentrated sulphuric acid, and also sprinkled with styptic powder; and, in order to effect exact compression, Lampe's tourniquet for hemorrhage from the tongue was applied to the jaw. During three days this dressing was changed every four or six hours, yet in the end without any advantage. The patient was then ordered likewise to take every other hour from forty to eighty drops' of the acid elixir of Haller; and, when this remedy had been persevered in for six-and-thirty hours, the hemorrhage ceased materially. For In the course of a few days the ulcer had assumed a healthy appearance, and had begun to granulate.
The appearance of the nicer was very carefully watched, and two or three times the nitric acid was applied to some spots on its surface, in which there was an appearance that led Mr. Keate and myself to suspect that there might be a disposition to reproduce the original disease. The sloughs made by the nitric acid soon separated; the sore continued to heal, and the pulsation of the arteries in the neighbourhood to diminish.
December 2d ?Tlie cicatrix was completely formed, and nothing unusual was to be observed except that between it and the eyebrow there was a slight appearance of fulness, manifestly depending on the skin at this part having been for a long time much distended, and having not yet returned to its original dimensions. There was no more pulsation in the arteries, which had formerly been so much enlarged, than in those of the other side of the forehead ; and the patient was free from pain and all other inconvenience.
Case of Intestinal Obstruction successfully treated by Mechanical Means. By Alexander Hussul Duguid, m.i). Kirkwall. (Edinburgh Med. and Surg. Journal.) On the 10th December, 1028, three o'clock p.m.I was called to visit J. H., a young man, about twenty years of age, who had suffered severely, since the afternoon of the 8th, from obstinate constipation, attended with occasional paroxysms of violent pain in the abdomen, generally ending in etforts to vomit. On the 9th he had taken two ouuces of castor oil, and a common domestic enema had been administered; but the greater part of the oil had been vomited, and neither of these expedients produced the smallest discharge from the bowels, or any mitigation of his sufferings. In two hours the opiate began to have its due effect, and he experienced almost total cessation of the abdominal pain and retching. This appearing a favorable opportunity for the exhibition of a purgative, an ounce of castor oil was given every half hour, till four ounces were taken without being rejected ; and 1 also threw np a strong enema of senna and salts. The latter having come away in half an hour without any trace of feculent matter, it was frequently repeated, but always with tlie same result. At nine p.m. he was again bled to sixteen ounces, and an emulsion containing two drops of croton oil was given every half hour. The greater part of this remained on the stomach, but at twelve p.m. no evacuation had taken place from the bowels, though repeated attempts had been made; and the immunity from suffering which the patient had enjoyed while under the influence of the opiate was now at an end, the paroxysms of pain having returned with aggravated violence.
of clysters and purgatives, that any available addition to the resources of our art, free from danger, and of easy application, cannot fail to be acceptable to the professional public. So far as I know, the expedient, the good effects of which in one instance I have detailed, has been hitherto untried; nor was I aware that it had ever been proposed, until long after the occurrence of the above case. At all events, it has no place, as applicable to desperate cases, in the systems of medicine which are generally put into the hands of young practitioners. Our principal reliance is placed on purgatives, mechanical dilatation with warm water, and tobacco in the form of smoke or infusion.
When excessive vomiting, indicating the inversion of the peristaltic motion, and great swelling of the abdomen, have taken place, many inconveniences attend the use of purgatives; for, even when the difficulty of getting them retained on the stomach is surmounted, and their influence is duly exerted on the bowels, they seem to increase the distention by forcing down the contents of the upper intestines, and thus produce a state which is unfavorable for the action of the abdominal muscles in the expulsion of feces. On this account, the croton oil, the most powerful of them all, seems better adapted to cases where the costiveness is owing rather to torpor than to obstruction of the bowels. The application of the tobacco enema, though sometimes effectual, is also in some degree objectionable, because it is seldom had recourse to unless as a last resource ; and w hen great prostration of strength has already taken place, its debilitating effects are confessedly not free from danger. If, then, a great proportion of cases of ileus be caused by a hardened ball of feces in the colon, at no great distance from the anus, perhaps at the sigmoid flexure, a different, or at least an additional expedient, when all others fail, ought to be employed. A hollow bougie of elastic gum, with its point conical and perforated on the sides, ought to l?e introduced into the rectum; and the seat of the obstruction having been thus ascertained, by cautiously applying additional force, it may be pushed through the offending substance, if merely hardened feces, and then the management of the case will become comparatively simple. It will be necessary, no doubt, in such an operation, to be cautious. It is possible that the point of the tube may become entangled in the coats of the intestine, and an obstacle to its farther progress may be thus produced; but the resilience of the instrument will sufficiently indicate the nature of the difficulty, and communicate a very different feeling from the resistance afforded by an inelastic substance such as hardened feces. Where the obstruction arises from calculus, no benefit is to be expected from the measure I have detailed; and even the natural contents of the intestines may become so indurated as to form an obstacle almost equally insurmountable, at least by an instrument of so soft and yielding a nature as can be safely employed for such a purpose ; but it may be presumed that such cases are comparatively rare, and that in general the cause of the disease may, with care and perseverance, (more especially if within the efficient reacii of the tube,) be eventually overcome. Of the bad effects which might by possibility result from such a practice, I should wish to speak guardedly, my " Should the preparation be large, or, from the nature of the disease, contain a large quantity of aqueous fluid, then an additional portion of the muriate of ammonia in powder should be added, to meet the excess of aqueous menstruum. * The time necessary for maceration will mainly depend upon the size of the part to be preserved; but, generally, from ten to fifteen days will be found to be sufficient, although nothing can be lost by an extension of that time. Being taken from the macerating fluid, it should be again washed in a solution of the muriate of ammonia, then dissected as much as requisite, and be ' put up* at once, in equal quantities of a saturated solution of the above salt in distilled water and rectified spirit of wine. I should observe that, in these proportions, the part is somew hat corrugated, which is not the case if one third of the saline solution be nsed with two of the spirit; yet, in the former qnanties, I have some reason to think the appearances of disease may be more securely preserved."
This solution, Mr. G. says, seems to have the property of fixing the blood in the extreme ramifications, without constringing the vessels themselves; while rectified spirit, corrugating the delicate membranes of the minutest vessels, repels their contents into the larger, the thicker coats of which are easily acted on, and thus reduces the appearances of inflammation, &c.
